Out of sight, out of mind: making involuntary community treatment visible in the mental health system.
Most specialised mental health services in Australia are delivered in community settings and one in six services comprise involuntary treatment. Despite a growing demand for community treatment orders (CTOs) worldwide - and comparatively high rates of use in Australia - the clinical, legal and ethical aspects of CTOs remain contentious. This article examines federal, state and territory mental health policy documents and discovers little reference to CTOs. The "invisibility" of CTOs in mental health policy raises questions about the transparency and accountability of the mental health system, and about whether this policy silence ultimately entrenches the marginalisation of, and discrimination against, people living with mental illness.